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The Metro Section

Ehe New YJork Eimes
Grant, Lee and Matzo? Exhibit Traces Kosher’s History in America

oN Bl

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2003

Amid Chaos
Of Civil War,
A Seder

The exhibit “From the
Mountains to the Prairie: 350
Years of Kosher & Jewish Life
in America” includes accounts
of soldiers’ keeping kosher
during the Civil War. Follow-
ing are summaries, including
excerpted  quotations, of
stories in the exhibit.

From the Union side:

J. A. Joel, a member of the
23rd Ohio Volunteer Regi-
ment, was stationed in what is
now West Virginia in 1862 as
Passover approached. Four
years later, in an article in Thé
Jewish Messenger, he de-
scribed the scene when he and
20 other Jews in the regiment
were relieved from duty for a
Seder, The camp supplier, who
was going to Cincinnati, sent
on seven barrels of matzo, two
Haggadot and prayer books.

One group built a log hut for
the service, and another was
sent off to forage for more
supplies. They came back with
cider instead of wine, a lamb,
chickens and eggs, but none of
the traditional horseradish or
parsley. “In lieu we found a
weed, whose bitterness, I ap-
prehend, exceeded anything
our forefathers ‘enjoyed.’”
They were unable to make
charoses, the sweet mixture
representing the mortar used
by the Israelites to build the
pyramids in Egypt. ““So we got
a brick which, rather hard to
digest, reminded us, by look-
ing at it, for what purpose it
was intended.”

Everything went well until it
came time to eat the herb.
“The herb was very bitter and
very fiery like Cayenne pep-
per,” he wrote. The celebrants
gulped down the cider, which
was apparently hard and had
its effect. *“‘One thought he was
Moses, another Aaron, and one
had the audacity to call him-
self Pharaoh. The conse-
quence was a skirmish, with
nobody hurt.” Moses, Aaron
and Pharaoh were carried
back to camp to sleep it off.

“There in the wilds of West
Virginia, away from home and
friends, we consecrated and
offered up to the ever-loving
G-d of Israel our prayers and
sacrifice.”

From the Confederate side:

Isaac J. Levy, of the 46th
Virginia Infantry, was sta-
tioned at Adams Run, 5.C,, in
1864. In a letter to his sister, he
described marking Passover
with his brother Ezekiel, &
captain, who arrived for the
holiday with enough matze to
last a week. ‘““We are observ-
ing the festival in a truly Or-
thodox style. On the first day
we had a fine vegetable soup.
It was made of a bunch of
vegetables  which  Zeke
brought from Charleston con-
taining new onions, pardley,
carrots turnips and a young
caulifiower also a pound.and a
half of fresh (kosher) beef, the
latter article sells for four dol-
lars per pound in Charleston.
Zeke E. did not bring us any
meat from home. He brought
some of his own, smoked meat,
which he is sharing with us, he
says that he supposes that Pa
forgot to deliver it to him.”



